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An Investigation of the Implementation of “Occupation-Based”
Occupational Therapy Education in Taiwan
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Abstract

The World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) emphasizes the
importance of “occupation” being the core of occupational therapy (OT) education in order
to equip new occupational therapists to provide occupation-based services. However,
there has long been a discrepancy between the theoretical basis and clinical practice.

This study surveyed the educators and fieldwork students from 10 OT education
programs nationwide through questionnaires and held educational forum and summit.
The purpose of this study was to gather information about the current status of OT
education program and man power as well as to investigate the feasibility of cognitive
apprenticeship and context-based teaching.

The results of this study showed that OT educators and fieldwork instructors reported
that they applied “occupation” as the basis of curriculum design and clinical practice.
However, OT fieldwork students rated lower than teachers and fieldwork instructors in
the some of the questions, suggesting a discrepancy among the program educators, clinical
instructors and OT students regarding the extent that OT education utilized “occupation”
as focus. Constructive suggestions regarding OT manpower, professional development
and curriculum design are also raised up during the forum and summit.
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